2       THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

of the truth commending ourselves to every man's
conscience in the sight of God." * In other words :
What we teach must be true, straight from the heart,
so far as the Light of Truth has been vouchsafed to us.

Any violation of these two principles either induces
spiritual indigestion in those taught or engenders
a similar lack of conviction to that existing in the
heart of the teacher. We are therefore driven, if
our work is to be of the best, to these conclusions :
The greatest care must be exercised in our choice
of the means we would employ to aid spiritual
development, and an inspiring sincerity with which
the rest of life is consistent must pulse through
every uttered word and every act in the course of
instruction.

There can be no doubt in the mind of anyone who
has been in close contact with the religious education
proceeding in our schools, that neglect of the guidance
of the directive and energising forces indicated in
the above quotations has in the past been fruitful
of much harm and has in great measure defeated
the aims we have had in view. The very frequent
expressions of dissatisfaction with the present con-
dition of things that are met with at every turn are
not merely manifestations of the temper of an age
which is seething with variously founded criticism,
but arise from genuine and keen sensibility to the
truth of the conclusion that much of our work has
been attempted by very defective methods and in
many cases has been ineffective or even harmful in
its results. We have not presented the great treasures
of Christ so that they grip the imagination and the
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